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SPINOSAURUS: LOST GIANT OF  
THE CRETACEOUS 

Meet Spinosaurus, the largest predatory dinosaur yet 
discovered—larger than T. rex—and hear the incredible 
story of how this prehistoric giant was almost lost to 
science, before being uncovered again with the help of 
paleontologist Nizar Ibrahim.  

Originally discovered in Morocco more than half a 
century ago by German paleontologist Ernst Stromer, 
Spinosaurus’s fossil remains were lost in the Allied 
bombing of Germany during World War II. But recent 
fossil discoveries in the desert, along with Stromer’s own 
data and drawings, helped Ibrahim and contemporary 
scientists reconstruct a full skeletal model of 
Spinosaurus, which has been featured on the National 
Geographic Channel and presented in the National 
Geographic Museum.  

With amazing video recreating the lost world of the 
Cretaceous-era Sahara, Ibrahim will tell the story of 
Spinosaurus’s discovery, loss, and rediscovery, and 
explain what—other than its size—makes this ancient 
monster unique.  

  



BIOS 

Nizar Ibrahim (Paleontologist) German/Moroccan 
paleontologist, anatomist, and National Geographic 
Explorer Nizar Ibrahim scours the vast deserts of North 
Africa for clues to life in the Cretaceous period, when the 
area was a large river system teeming with a profusion of 
diverse life. One of the youngest explorers ever to lead 
expeditions to the Sahara, he has unearthed spectacular 
dinosaur bones, rare fossil footprints, giant prehistoric 
fish, crocodile-like hunters, and a new species of giant 
flying reptile with a 20-foot wingspan that lived 95 
million years ago. 

For many years Ibrahim has been obsessed with one of 
the great mysteries in paleontology: the giant predatory 
dinosaur Spinosaurus. In a tale for the ages, Ibrahim 
managed to find “a needle in a desert,” as he puts it, 
uncovering one of the most bizarre animals ever to 
evolve. Ibrahim’s remarkable story and the findings of an 
international team of scientists were published in the 
journal Science and as a cover story for National 
Geographic magazine. What has been unveiled appears 
to be the first truly semiaquatic dinosaur, Spinosaurus 
aegyptiacus.  

In 2014 Ibrahim was named a National Geographic 
Emerging Explorer, and in 2015 he was named 
a TED fellow, the first paleontologist in the history of TED. 
Also in 2015, he was named one of Chicago’s 40 under 40 



by Crain’s Chicago Business. Ibrahim is an assistant 
professor of biology and currently teaches anatomy and 
evolutionary biology at the University of Detroit Mercy. 
His work has been featured in several major documentary 
films (National Geographic, NOVA, BBC, ZDF) and high-
impact publications, including The Wall Street Journal, 
Nature, Discover Magazine, and The New York Times. 

Dr. Michael D. Gottfried (Moderator) Mike Gottfried is a 
paleontologist in MSU’s Department of Earth and 
Environmental Sciences and at the MSU Museum.   

He has conducted research on the giant ‘megatooth’ 
shark, a (thankfully) extinct 50-foot-long relative of 
Great Whites. This led to appearances in films for the 
Discovery Channel, BBC, and National Geographic. Dr. 
Gottfried has been on expeditions to Madagascar and led 
teams to Tanzania, discovering a range of noteworthy 
fossils including dinosaurs, bizarre crocodiles, and early 
mammals. He currently heads a project investigating the 
‘deep time’ history of the subantarctic Falkland Islands 
(Islas Malvinas), supported by the National Geographic 
Society and the Shackleton Fund. Dr. Gottfried also leads 
student study abroad programs and alumni trips to 
Iceland and Antarctica, and he has been a lecturer and 
guide on expedition cruises to the Russian Far East, 
Spitsbergen, Greenland, and Antarctica.   

 



 
  

        
     
       

 
 

 

 
    

      
      

    

 
      

 

 Helpful  Tips  
Cameras,  children,  late  
seating  

 Patron Amenities  
Lost  and f ound,  coat  check,  
etc  

 Accessibility  Services  
Including SLI, AD, and OC  

 Ticket  Office     
Exchanges,  refunds,  fees,  
hours  

 Mobile  Tickets  
Access  & transfer  your  mobile  
tickets  

 Consumer  Alert  
Avoid being ensnared by  
resellers  

 Directions  and  Parking  
Nearby  parking  ramps  and  
lots  

 Engagement  Programs  
After  Chats  and Insight  
Previews  

   
 

 

 COVID-19  Safety   
Patron Safety  Protocols  

 

POLICIES AND SERVICES 
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT 
Wharton Center offers a diverse selection of arts 
entertainment. Not all productions may appeal to or be 
appropriate for every person or for all ages. Patrons are 
encouraged to familiarize themselves with the shows we offer 
in order to make informed decisions prior to purchasing 
tickets. 

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 
Please observe the lighted exit signs located throughout the building 
and theatre(s). All patrons should note all exits, especially those 
closest to your seat location. Our staff and ushers are trained to 
assist patrons through multiple emergency situations. 

FIRST AID 
See your usher or House Management Room 209 (in Grand Foyer). 

Security 
Prohibited items and security 
checks 

https://www.whartoncenter.com/events-tickets/ticket-office-information/helpful-tips
https://www.whartoncenter.com/plan-your-visit/patron-amenities
https://www.whartoncenter.com/plan-your-visit/accessibility
https://www.whartoncenter.com/events-tickets/ticket-office-information
https://www.whartoncenter.com/events-tickets/ticket-office-information/mobile-tickets
https://www.whartoncenter.com/events-tickets/ticket-office-information/consumer-alert
https://www.whartoncenter.com/plan-your-visit/directions-parking
https://www.whartoncenter.com/education-engagement/engagement-programs
https://www.whartoncenter.com/plan-your-visit/security
https://www.whartoncenter.com/safety


 

     

    

      

      

    

    

 

Circle Members  

Arts Within Reach Donors 

Legacy Circle 

Endowments Corporate 

Sponsors 

Wharton Center Staff 

Volunteer Committees   

 

 

 

 

SUPPORTERS AND STAFF 
Wharton Center gratefully recognizes our Circle Members for 
their philanthropic contribution, our Legacy donors who have 
chosen to support with their estate plans, individuals and 
organizations that have established named endowments to 
support Wharton Center, and our corporate sponsors.  
 
Wharton Center would like to acknowledge the members of 
IATSE local 274.  

https://whartoncenterassets.com/wcpa/pdfs/2223/Development/Circle-Members.pdf
https://whartoncenterassets.com/wcpa/pdfs/2223/Development/Arts-Within-Reach-donors.pdf
https://www.whartoncenter.com/support/individual/endowments/legacy-circle
https://www.whartoncenter.com/support/individual/endowments/list-of-endowments
https://www.whartoncenter.com/support/corporate/current-list
https://www.whartoncenter.com/our-story/our-staff
https://www.whartoncenter.com/support/volunteer



