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2024-2025 Season Highlights
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The 2024-2025 season brought ...

donors
generously supporting,
2,088

learners
engaged in Wharton 

Center education 
programs.

30,000+

to Wharton Center and 
patrons206,500

performances
and more than

224

“Whether it’s a sold-out 
Broadway show, a school 

matinee or a concert, 
Wharton Center creates 

moments where strangers 
come together and leave 

forever changed, and that’s 
exactly the legacy the 

Whartons hoped to inspire.”
– Eric Olmscheid, Executive Director
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Every great performance begins with a company of artists—both those in the spotlight and 
behind the scenes. The magic of Wharton Center is a shining example of a performance 
brought to life by a passionate team of believers—the artists who grace our stage, the 
staff who work tirelessly to bring our programs to life, the educators who bring creativity 
into our classrooms, the students who seek out the arts for its endless possibilities, and, 
most importantly, you—our supporters. 

Every time the curtain rises, someone in the audience is experiencing something that  
will stay with them forever: a moment of wonder, a shift in perspective, a spark of 
belonging. That’s why we do what we do. These unforgettable experiences are a direct 
reflection of the innovative, dedicated community that surrounds Wharton Center. 
Thank you for believing in the power of the arts and for helping us connect people to 
life-changing moments.

As we reflect on the past year, we also celebrate the lasting legacy and honor  
the recent passing of two extraordinary trailblazers: Dr. Clifton and Dolores Wharton. 
Their advocacy and belief in the arts as a force for unity laid the foundation for something 
far greater than the amazing performances audiences see on stage. It’s the work behind 
the curtain—educational programs, community engagement and a deep commitment 
to lifelong learning—that truly brings their vision to life. The stage they set through their 
values, leadership and unwavering belief in the arts continues to shape the future we are 
creating together.

Every story we tell, every program we host and every 
patron we engage is a continuation of their vision. In 
the following pages, you’ll find highlights from the past 
year—a reflection of that enduring legacy and Dr. and Mrs. 
Wharton's belief that the arts are for everyone. 

Thank you for standing with us in this belief and for your 
continued support.

With deepest gratitude, 

Eric Olmscheid
Executive Director
Wharton Center for Performing Arts

A MOMENT OF REFLECTION
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To experience the arts at Wharton Center for 
Performing Arts is to understand its namesakes, 
Dr. Clifton R. Wharton Jr. and Mrs. Dolores D. 
Wharton, whom we honor for their vision of 
blending the arts with human connection and 
for making a lasting difference in our lives and 
community.

This past year, we said goodbye to Dr. Wharton 
and Mrs. Wharton. Though their passing marks 
the end of an extraordinary chapter, their legacy 
will live on through our stages, in our programs 
and in the hearts of everyone who experiences 
the power of the arts through Wharton Center.

“Music and the arts bring 
people together,” says Dr. 
Bonnie Knuston, Wharton 
Center donor and longtime 
advisory council member. 
“Clifton saw the future before 
anyone saw it. Vision, passion 
and excitement oozed from 
both him and Dolores.”

 THE ARTS.
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When Dr. Wharton became the 14th president 
of Michigan State University—and the first 
Black president of a major U.S. public research 
university—he brought a bold and compassionate 
vision for what a university could be. Alongside 
him stood Dolores Wharton, a visionary in her 
own right, with a deep background in the arts 
and a passion for equity and public service.

They believed the arts were essential to learning, 
growing, and inspiring oneself and others. They 
envisioned a performing arts center that would 
not only host world-class performances but 
also build community and elevate MSU’s role as 
a cultural leader. The MSU Auditorium was not 
able to meet the needs of future performing 
arts events and the Whartons believed the 
university and its people deserved more.

Dr. Clifton R. 
Wharton Jr.  
becomes 14th 
president of MSU 
(1970).

The Whartons began 
articulating the need 
for a new performing 
arts center at MSU.

MSU launches its first 
capital campaign under 
Dr. Wharton’s leadership, 
raising over $17M, some 
of which helped fund the 
new center.

1970s
Whartons in front of Cowles House
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With this idea as their foundation, they led 
the charge for a new performing arts center. 
Dr. Wharton initiated MSU’s first major capital 
campaign, while Mrs. Wharton helped shape  
the vision with her experience in the arts 
and commitment to public engagement. 
Their leadership helped raise more than 
$17 million to expand academic offerings 
and cultural experiences at the university.  
In 1980, two years after his presidency 
concluded, the MSU Board of Trustees unanim 
ously voted to name the new performing arts 
center in their honor.

Wharton Center officially opened on September 
25, 1982, with a grand performance by the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra and soprano 
Birgit Nilsson. 

It was a spectacular beginning to what would 
become one of the nation’s most respected 
university-based performing arts venues.

MSU Board of Trustees 
votes to name new 
performing arts center 
after the Whartons.

Wharton Center for 
Performing Arts opens 
(Sept. 25, 1982).

1980s
Wharton Center becomes nationally 
known as a host for major touring shows–
such as the first national tour of Phantom 
of the Opera–classical music, dance, 
lectures and student performances.

1990s
Mrs. Wharton with MSU students
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In 2015, MSU Press 
publishes Dr. Wharton’s 
memoir, "Privilege and 
Prejudice: The Life of a 
Black Pioneer".

Wharton Center 
celebrates its 40th 
anniversary in 2022.

Dr. Wharton returns 
to MSU for special 
recognition of his 
leadership and 
to celebrate the 
center’s growth.

2000s

When Eric Olmscheid stepped into his role  
as executive director of Wharton Center in June 
of 2022, one of his most memorable experiences 
was meeting Dr. and Mrs. Wharton at their 
home in New York City that August—and being 
able to witness Mrs. Wharton’s joy as she danced 
when greeting him whenever they spent time 
together. 

“From the very first moment, Mrs. Wharton’s 
love for the arts was undeniable,” he recalls. 

The Whartons shared the guiding principles 
behind the creation of the center: it was always 
meant to be a home for the world’s best artists 
and a place where the arts could bring the 
community together. 

“Everything we do,” 
Olmscheid remembers  

Mrs. Wharton emphasizing, 
“from the artists on our 
stages to the education 

programs we build, should 
provide the utmost quality 

experiences and use the arts 
to strengthen community.”

Even decades after their tenure at MSU, the 
Whartons remained deeply invested in the 
center that bears their name. They considered 
Wharton Center to be a crowning achievement 
of their lives, a place that reflects their vision for 
a community united through the transformative 
power of the arts. 
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Wharton Center’s mission today is a direct 
reflection of the values the Whartons instilled 
from the start. Our work honors their belief 
that the arts can and should be a catalyst 
for education and community engagement. 
Whether through Insight Previews that connect 
audiences with artists, Sensory-Friendly 
Performances designed for accessibility, or in-
school programs that bring live theatre to young 
learners, their legacy remains vibrant and alive.

Dolores Wharton’s commitment to amplifying 
diverse voices in the arts is embedded in 
our ongoing work. Dr. Wharton’s belief in 
the university’s role as a community anchor 
continues to inspire our partnerships across 
Michigan and beyond.

The Dr. Clifton and Dolores Wharton Legacy 
Fund helps sustain this mission, supporting long-
term programming, education initiatives and 
artist residencies that make Wharton Center a 
space where creativity thrives.

The best way to honor the Whartons’ legacy 
is to keep building on it. As we move into the 
future, we remain committed to expanding our 
educational impact, strengthening community 
partnerships, and offering a platform for 
artists who reflect the full spectrum of human 
experience.

Dr. Clifton and Dolores Wharton transformed 
MSU not only through their leadership but also by 
affirming that the arts belong to everyone. Their 
dedication to access, excellence and meaningful 
connection continues to shape every corner of 
Wharton Center today.

Their names grace our building, and their spirit 
lives in every standing ovation, every student 
engagement and every person who feels 
inspired, welcomed or transformed by what they 
experience here. We move forward with deep 
appreciation for all they made possible and with 
pride in carrying their legacy into the future.

Their names grace our building and organization, and their spirit lives 
in every standing ovation, every student engagement and every person 
who feels inspired, welcomed or transformed by what they experience 
here. We move forward with deep appreciation for all they made 
possible and with pride in carrying their legacy into the future.

2025
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"For over four decades, 
Wharton Center has been a 
cultural cornerstone for MSU, 
the Lansing region and the entire state.  
It brings world-class performances to mid-
Michigan, inspires learning and creativity for 
audiences of all ages, and serves as a gathering 
place where the arts connect us, challenge us  
and enrich our community. Wharton Center’s 
impact extends far beyond the stage—it 
strengthens our regional economy, enhances 
quality of life, and reminds us of the power  
of the arts to bring people together."

– Kevin M. Guskiewicz, Ph.D., President, Michigan State University
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‘FULL-CIRCLE MOMENT’: 

Nick Rehberger, a 2009 graduate 
of Haslett High School, returned as 
Inspector Javert in Les Misérables and 
stopped by his alma mater to speak 
with students.

“Invest in your education. 
Take voice lessons, take 
acting classes, and do as 
much as you can to train, 
learn and grow as  
a performer.”

Disney musicals have been a mainstay on 
Broadway for decades, but their magic doesn’t 
stop in New York City. 2025 marks the 10-year 
anniversary of Wharton Center partnering 
with Disney Theatrical to offer Disney Musicals 
in Schools, an after school theatre program, 
to introduce hundreds of students to musical 
theatre through familiar stories, beloved 
characters, and the transformative experience 
of bringing a production to life onstage. 

The Disney Musicals in Schools program was 
created to provide students in under-resourced 
schools access to the arts. As the only Disney 
Musicals in Schools partner in Michigan, 
Wharton Center has teamed up with over 25 
schools to reach more than 3,500 elementary 
school performers since the program started in 
2015, helping connect students, educators and 
communities through the power of theatre.

“Every year we hear stories about students who 
struggle in school who are completely changed 
by the DMIS program,” says Kelly Stuible-Clark, 
Senior Education Program Manager at Wharton 
Center. “Attendance rates increase, discipline 
issues lessen, and in-class engagement grows. 
Some students start the program disengaged, 
but by the end, they’re shining on stage and 
bringing that newfound confidence back to  
the classroom.” 

Celebrating 10 years of stage 
debuts with Disney Musicals 
in Schools

A DECADE OF 
MAGIC:

Local alumni return to Wharton 
Center stage.
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Each year, up to six schools are selected to 
receive free performance rights, scripts and 
music for a 30-minute version of a Disney 
musical. This year, those shows included 
Aladdin KIDS and Finding Nemo KIDS. Students 
and their teachers worked closely with two of 
Wharton Center’s trained teaching artists over 
a 17-week residency where they focused not 
only on putting on a stellar performance, but 
developing their skills in creativity, problem-
solving, discipline and self-confidence. 

To showcase what they’ve learned, each school 
is invited to Wharton Center to perform one 
number from its production on the Cobb Great 
Hall stage. Showcasing the hard work of the 
students with their family, friends and teachers is 
one of the best parts of the program, according 
to Laura Showers, a second-grade teacher at 
North Aurelius Elementary.

“My fondest memory was watching the final 
performance of Aladdin from the front row," 
says Showers. “The students put on a flawless 
performance, which concluded with laughter 
and lots of hugs to celebrate. We were able to 
build a community of thespians, teach our 
students confidence and camaraderie, and 
instill a love of the performing arts into a 
group of rural students who may not have been 
able to experience the theatre without this 
program.”

As Wharton Center celebrates a decade of 
Disney Musicals in Schools, the heart of the 
program remains the same: build life skills in 
creativity, collaboration, communication, and 
self-confidence through the arts.. By opening 
the door to the theatre for students who might 
not otherwise step into a performing arts venue 
(let alone onstage), Disney Musicals in Schools 
continues to spark imagination and transform 
lives. With each song sung, costume worn and 
performance shared, these young casts remind 
us why access to the arts matters and every 
child deserves the center stage.



A behind-the-scenes look at 
Wharton Center internships

CASTING THE NEXT  
GENERATION OF LEADERS:
SETTING: A bustling performing arts center in 
the middle of campus. Posters of Broadway 
shows and artists line the walls. Footsteps 
echo in the lobby as students–some still 
chatting about their latest class project–hurry 
between meetings and backstage doors. In 
the administrative offices, one student works 
on mailing thank you cards, while another is 
learning about the marketing and promotion 
plan for an upcoming show. Outside, the 
campus hums with movement, but inside, 
something else is happening. The stage is not 
just being set for the next performance, but for 
the next generation. 

Internships at Wharton Center continue to be 
an integral part of the vibrant culture, shaping 
Wharton’s story for the better. Every year, eight 
to 10 interns—and 200+ student employees—
gain industry-specific experience in areas like 
marketing, event planning, education and 
backstage operations. But their growth doesn’t 
stop there, because students leave Wharton 
Center with something even more special: 
an example of what happens when you work 
collaboratively to build a strong community 
through passion and human connection. 

"Through Wharton Center 
internships, students 
acquire transformative 
and life-changing 
benefits–building  
self-confidence, 
professional skills, 
problem solving abilities 
and motivation, while 
extending their academic 
knowledge into the 
realities of the performing 
arts’ workplace.”

– Dawn Pysarchik, Wharton Center Supporter

Jordan Ivezaj during her internship at Disney Theatrical Group 
after graduation and her time at Wharton Center
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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM:
Bringing curriculum to life through 
the Act One School Series

What does it look like when learning 
comes out of the classroom and into the 
spotlight? Each year at Wharton Center, 
thousands of local students are eager to 
find out! 

The Act One School Series invites  
young audiences from kindergarten to  
12th grade to experience professional 
productions that enrich and expand 
their classroom learning experiences. 
During the 2024-2025 season, over 
18,000 students from more than 75 mid-
Michigan schools attended performances 
for just $1 per ticket, ensuring cost is 
never a barrier to participation. 

Whether students were laughing, 
learning or seeing themselves reflected 
on stage, every performance was an 
opportunity to make the arts accessible 
and unforgettable.

“Seeing the Mariachi performance fit 
perfectly with what the students are 
currently studying in our classroom. 
We are reading, Mexikid, a graphic novel 
supported by an MSU grant to teach 
children about other cultures through 
graphic novels and this book highlights 
Mariachi bands in Mexican culture.  
They were so excited to experience 
this music live,” said an Okemos Public 
Montessori Teacher.

Currently, Wharton Center has six endowed 
internships, generously funded by donors 
who are passionate about providing real-
world, hands-on learning experiences. These 
internships are designed to do more than fill a 
resume: they prepare the next generation of the 
workforce by fostering creativity, accountability 
and problem-solving skills. Interns don’t just 
assist: they lead projects, make decisions and 
walk away with tangible accomplishments  
that mirror their future full-time roles. 

Among the endowed positions is the Trent 
Pysarchik Endowed Internship in the Performing 
Arts, conceptualized by the Pysarchik family 
in honor of their son, an MSU student who 
passed away before he could fully apply the 
multifaceted benefits he gained through his 
internship experiences as a student. In his 
memory, the endowed internship ensures that 
other students can experience the life-changing 
opportunities internships provide—from building 
self-confidence to developing professional skills 
and robust career networks. For many students, 
these experiences are invaluable in launching 
meaningful, purpose-driven careers. 

“During my internship, I was supporting 
marketing campaigns, including collaborations 
with advertising agencies to create radio, print, 
TV and digital content,” says Jordan Ivezaj,  
a former marketing intern and 2025 MSU 
graduate in mediated communication. “The 
experience was the first door that opened for 
me into the world of arts administration. The 
Wharton team surrounded me with guidance, 
kindness and encouragement, which left a 
lasting impact I will carry throughout my 
career.” After graduating, Jordan completed 
an internship with the Disney Theatrical Group 
in NYC and this fall secured a full-time position 
with a major Broadway booking agency.

These experiences—and the confidence they 
build—stay with students long after graduation. 
Whether they are pursuing a career in the 
arts, fundraising, customer service or beyond, 
Wharton Center provides practical skills to help 
them succeed.
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At the same time, students are leaving a lasting 
impact on Wharton Center and its team. 
Interns play an essential role in keeping the 
organization innovative and future-focused. 
Their perspectives help Wharton Center stay 
connected to the pulse of MSU’s student body 
and the broader campus community. 

“When new interns come in, it allows us to reflect 
on how we do things,” says Eric Olmscheid, 
Wharton Center’s Executive Director. “Most 
importantly, it’s an opportunity for us to 
rearticulate who we are, what we believe in, and 
ensure we are living our values every day.”

That connection to campus is not just symbolic. 
Student workers in front-of-house roles display 
their majors on their name tags—a subtle but 
powerful way to spark conversations with 
audience members and share their diverse 
academic backgrounds. 

Many of these students are not majoring in  
the arts. In fact, in 2024-2025, Wharton Center 
had over 200 student employees representing 
90 majors across 13 colleges at MSU. Psychology, 
neuroscience, human biology and music are 
among the most popular majors. Their Wharton 
experience helps them develop transferable 
skills they will use in careers across industries.  

For students, it’s more than a job. It’s a chance to 
discover their passions, connect their education 
to real experiences and shape their future. For 
the Wharton Center team, it’s a way to stay 
connected to the organization’s roots in higher 
education while investing in the next generation 
of innovators. 

When students are open and eager to learn as 
much as they can, it creates a space for future 
leaders to grow. Internships at Wharton Center 
are a powerful reminder that the future of the 
arts—and the workforce—is already here. And 
it’s expanding and thriving on MSU’s campus. 

Three 2025 graduating interns:  
Jordan Ivezaj (BA in Mediated Communication),  
Jenna Hemmes (BA in Marketing),  
and Maria Bonucchi (BA in Public Relations) 
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LOCAL TEACHING ARTIST  
BUILDS CLASSROOM AND  
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Meet Liz Wylegala: Visual arts instructor, 
Arts in Classrooms program

Through Wharton Center’s Arts in Classrooms 
program, professional teaching artists team 
up with local educators to enhance classroom 
learning through artistic expression. As the 
visual arts instructor, Liz Wylegala helps 
students develop their artistic voice through a 
variety of media, including painting, drawing 
and 3-D sculptures.

During a recent program at Ingham Academy, 
Wylegala and students worked together to bring 
the story of Hamilton to life through visual art. 
Students spent five weeks creating collages that 
told personal stories, while weaving in quotes 
from the Tony Award®-winning musical. The 
art was even featured on display at Wharton 
Center during Hamilton’s tour stop!

Zebras and tigers and hyenas, oh my!

Characters from Life of Pi came to life in a visual 
arts workshop with the Refugee Development 
Center (RDC) led by Liz Wylegala. Over 50 
students used cardboard to build masks based 
on the zebra, tiger and hyena characters from 
the show. Once finished, the painted masks 
were displayed in Wharton Center’s lobby during 
the run of Life of Pi. RDC participants were then 
invited to attend the Saturday matinee, see 
their masks on display, and enjoy the show’s 
dynamic visuals. 

“All our students at the center 
share the commonality of being 

displayed from their home 
country. Because art can be 

a tool for processing trauma, 
projects like these help our 

students through the transition 
to a new country and new 

schools. Visiting Wharton Center 
provides a chance to see the 

good in their community."
– Staff member, Refugee Development Center

Student created artwork inspired by lyrics of Hamilton

Teaching artist Liz Wylegala working with 
participants from the Refugee Development 
Center on animal masks inspired by Life Of Pi
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WHARTON CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS CIRCLE DONORS
As a nonprofit organization, Wharton Center relies on the support of generous individuals and 
community partners. Funds support the artists on our stages, provide meaningful education programs, 
and maintain our state-of-the-art facility. Every gift matters. 

GARNET CIRCLE ($4,500 & ABOVE)

DIAMOND CIRCLE ($3,000 & ABOVE)

BENEFACTORS CIRCLE ($100,000 & ABOVE)
Sarah & Will Maldonado
MSU Federal Credit Union
The Christman Company

PRODUCERS CIRCLE ($50,000 & ABOVE) 
Delta Dental of Michigan
Bob & Bonnie Knutson
John & Penelope Biggs
UM Health Sparrow

DIRECTORS CIRCLE ($25,000 & ABOVE)
Linda K. Arens
Auto-Owners Insurance
Jackson
Pamela & Joseph Mauro
Nancy Passanante
Dawn & Morris Pysarchik
Scott & Stacey Schabel
Scott & Deb Sellers
Richard E. Sneary
Harvey & Barbara Sparks

EMERALD CIRCLE ($12,000 & ABOVE)
April M. Clobes & Glen F. Brough
Dr. Paul H. & Carol B. Conn
Dr. James G. & Susan K. Herman
Annie D. Holmes
Tracy Johnson
Hari Kern
Todd Maneval
Michigan Arts and Culture Council
Dr. Joyce G. & Jimmy G. Putnam
Michael & Tamara Smith
Lisa L. Swem & Elizabeth A. Hoger

RUBY CIRCLE ($9,000 & ABOVE)
Dennis & Donna Blue
Barbara B. Free
Choose Lansing
Dr. Ronald N. & Carol R. Horowitz
Bill & Jan Kahl
William & Erin Mansfield
Mark Reckase
Retailers Insurance Company
Karen E. Spak & Dale K. Howe
Lori & Rich Studley

AF Group
Janet Alleman-Trumbull, Ph.D, & 
George T. Trumbull
Thomas & David Block-Easterday
David & Patricia Brogan
Sherry Byrnes
Patty & David Campbell
Eileen Ellis
Mohamed Elnabtity, MD, FACS, &    
Rania Zagho
Gloria & Robert Floden
Erin Frisch & Andrew Hagman
Granger Foundation
Melody & Frederick Hasselback
Victoria & Kevin Kell
Pat & Mary McPharlin
Peckham, Inc.
Mary Beth & John Pirich

Anonymous
Beverly & Bob Adado
Deanna & Gregory Alwin
Leslie M. Behm
Robert F. & Cheryl L. Best
Richard & Susan Bingham
John & Marie Black
Mike & Peggy Brand
Barbara & Steven Bursian
Dr. Leonard H. & Eleanor M. Charchut
Mr. Stuart P. Jeffares & Dr. Kim Coleman
Comprehensive Psychological Services, PC
DeDe & Rick Coy
Dewpoint
Margaret Dimond
Sandy & Gary Evans
Judith & Sam Eyde
Foresight Group
Gretchen & John Forsyth
Foster, Swift, Collins & Smith, PC
Barbara J. Frey & Nicholas R. Thines
Robin & Sharron Frucci
Betty Gadaleto
Michael & Ruth Goergen
Glenn & Trish Granger
Joyce & Dennis Haner
Mark & Marcia Hooper
Dr. Rafael Javier & Dr. Mary P. Sharp
Dr. Padmani Karna
Karyn's Dance Place, Inc.
Barbara & Thomas Kovachic
Stephanie & Peter Kramer
Janet & David Kuehn
Pat & Donald Lamison
Lansing Institute of Behavioral Medicine
Charlene Lazette
Jane & David Ledebuhr
Vivian Leung & James Sype
Maureen McGrail
Marvin McKinney
Barbara D. McMillan
Margaret F. Metzger
David & Jill Mittleman
Michael & Betty Moore

SAPPHIRE CIRCLE ($6,000 & ABOVE)
Gerald & Jean Aben
Arts Council of Greater Lansing
Susan & Scott Baldwin

Scott & Amy Basel
Sally & Ralph Beebe
Susan L. Brand
Brogan
Greg & Chrissie Brogan
BZEMS Group at Merrill Lynch
Centered Care of Michigan LLC
Lynette & Robert Davison
Carol & Ronald Dooley
Dr. Hiram & Dolores Fitzgerald
Ryan Gross & Beth Barger
Sally & Jeffrey Harrold
Heart Truss & Engineering
Honigman, LLP
L.O. Eye Care
Jackie & Bill Lack
Lansing Board of Water & Light
Susan & Michael Maasberg
Darlene K. Nikoloff
Oral Surgery Associates of Lansing
Palmer, Bush & Jensen
PNC
Portnoy and Tu, DDS, PC
Dr. E. James & Geri Potchen
Victor Rauch & Ellen DeRosia
Rick’s AmericanCafé/Harrison 
Roadhouse/Beggar’s Banquet/
The Riv
Dr. Douglas & Mrs. Arlene Ruben
Mary & David Sciamanna
Diane & James Shaheen
Helen & Robert Ward
Jeff D. Williams & Joy M. Whitten
Lyn Donaldson Zynda

Dr. Lawrence & Mrs. Arlene Sierra
David Slater & Julia Goatley
Sutton Advisors, PLC
Tri-Star Trust
Brian & Denise Williams
Carolyn & John Willoughby
Joan E. Wright, Ph.D.
Judith A. & Dr. Paul M. Zack
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Barbara & Stephen Musselman
Katherine & George Noirot
Dr. Patrick & Erika Noud
Brad & Barbara J. Oyer
Amy Partin
Mr. Dennis J. & Mrs. Debra L. Perry
Drs. William & Linda Peterson
Piper & Gold Public Relations
Mary & Edgar Ploor
Gary Reetz & Barb Stone Reetz
Richmond Brothers
Kerry & John Roberts
Brian Huggler & Ken Ross
Julie & Rolland Scheels
Ronald & Mary Simon
Deidre & Douglas Smith
TechSmith Corporation
Susan & Jack Townsend
Warner Norcross + Judd LLP
Richard D. Weingartner
Rajkumari & Richard Wiener
Joan & Richard Witter
Robert Zelmanski & Milo Woodard
Andrea L. Wulf
William Woodbury & Jody Young-
Woodbury

CRYSTAL CIRCLE ($1,850 & ABOVE)
David Arend & Telka Arend-Ritter
Jessica A. Bennett
Charles & Kathleen Bonneau
Michele Boutwell
Candyce L. Boyd
Dr. John C. & Susan H. Brewster
Chris & Edward Brynn
Richard & Shirley Buckmaster
Carl A. Calille
Marlene & David Carron
Dr. Chu-Hsiang Chang
Coral Gables of East Lansing
Eleanor Cowen & Peter MacIntyre
Kathryn Dewsbury-White & Gilbert 
White
Dr. Julie A. Dodds & William Humphrey
Judith & Douglas Drake
Heat'n Sweep
Sharon Ellis & Mark Henne
Judith & Michael Flintoff
Lisa & Bob Frace
Frank & Janet Freund
Davide Friedman & Jane Crowner-
Friedman
Sarah & Joseph Garcia
Mary Lou & Roland Gifford
Dr. Charles & Marjorie Gliozzo
Karen & Norman Grannemann
David & Lorraine Green
Cynthia & Patrick Harrington
Dr. Stephen B. & Karen L. Harsh
Barry Holcomb
Patty & John Hollenbeck
Anne M. House
Karin & Mark Jaeger

Dr. Russell Johnson
David & Holly Kazyak
Kurtis & Danielle Kazyak
MaryJo & Arthur Kelley
Linda & Lawrence Kruth
Mary Ellen Lane
Anne & Gregory Limmer
Donald Loding & Sharon Watson
Joanne Mahoney & Deborah Wieber
Dena & Michael Markey
Michelle Massey
Billi D. Mathias
Melissa & Dan McCance
Judge David & Nancy McKeague
Robin & Betsy Miner-Swartz
Dr. Thomas K. & Sheila T. Moore
C.A. & T.A. Moyerbrailean
Valerie A. Osowski
Dr. J. Keith & Helen Ostien
Drs. Chris & Debra Peterson
Marcia & Stanley Rosol
Karen Bush Havrilla
Cathleen & James Schultz
C. Edward & Janet Sherry
James White & Martha Shortlidge
White
Eric Simmons & Dr. Carol A. Miskell
Simmons
Dr. S. Paul Singh
Jeannette & John Smith
Kathryn & Scott Smith
Robert & Wendi Spagnuolo
Lanette Stevens & Roger Brooks
Judith Stoddart & Alfred Goodson
Sandra C. & Noel W. Stuckman
Sharon & Russell Thornton II
Amy & David Tratt
Madeline Trimby & Robert Walter
Robert & Catherine Wilson
Rhonda & David Zimmerman
Amanda & Kurt Zinn

PLATINUM CIRCLE ($1,250 & ABOVE)
Anonymous
Dr. Nwando Achebe & Dr. Folu 
Ogundimu
Becky & Brian Acheson
Richard & Dawn Adams
David J. Price & Marcie J. Alling
William & Emily Anderson
Michael & Lisa Ash
Robert & Lorna Ashley
Amy Bagnasco
Todd Cook & Rebecca Bahar-Cook
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Baker III
Deborah & Clark Ballard
Patricia Lloyd Barnas & John Barnas
Cloyd W. & Candace J. Barnes
Lawrence A. Barnes
Dr. Patricia Barnes-McConnell
Andrew & Lisa Barrone
Susan Bathke & Stuart Landay
Jane & Gary Beaudoin

Shannon & Mark Beckman
Jacob Beningo
Susan & Vincent Benivegna
Dana & Richard Bennett
Scott Berman
David & Mindy Berridge
Monique & Roy Bierwirth
Saltia & Oneil Biscette
Charlee & Alan Black
Larry & Ryan Fewins-Bliss
Drs. David & Diane Boes
Lance & Angie Boldrey
Diane Boroughf
Susy & Howard Bradshaw
Fonda Brewer
Dr. Daniel A. & Leona B. Bronstein
David B. Brower
Peggy Pawelek Brown & Alex Brown
Angela & Gregory Brown
Arnold Greenfield & Patricia Brown
Penny & Gary Brydges
Rhonda & Michael Bueche
Allan J. Bullemore
J. J. & Kim Burchman
Terri & Kurt Burg
Scott R. & Lynne M. Burnett
Nicholas Bush
Francesca & Christopher Buskulic
Sherri & Andrew Campbell
Stella & Jerry Cash
Laurie & David Chapin
Gerry Lynne & Tom Chirgwin
Judy H. Clark
Thomas Cobb
Pamela & Daniel Coffey
Lynn D. Cooper
Tamara & Alan Corrie
Corie Costello
Ruth & Richard Cottrell
Dr. John P. & Martha K. Couretas
Kimberly & Colin Cronin
Anthony Dalessandro
Lindsay Dangl
William Davidson II & Mary M. 
DuChene
Julie E. Day
Judith & Daniel Dickinson
Dr. Christina D. Difonzo
Kathleen & Thomas Dominguez
Debra & Lewis Dotterer
Rachel & Timothy Draeger
Kathi Dunn
Sara Levine & Elaine du Plessis
Julie & John DuPuis
Shawn Elli
Shane K. Emmons
Samuel & Tracey Epley
David Evjen & Megan Halpern
Robert J. & Janet Fabiano
Samuel F. & Elizabeth M. Febba
Maureen Fitzsimmons
Pamela & Michae Flowers
Mary & Ralph Fogwell
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Kathy E. Fore
Jackie & James Forkner
Kimberly & Mike Friar
Matthew & Sara Frisch
Sandra & Michael Gaken
Deborah Galvan
Jill Gawronski
Diane & John Goddeeris
Margie Griffith
Renee & John Gulliver
Drs. Dave & Rashi Gupta
James & Mary Hagan
Kathryn & John Hamilton
Phillip & Nancy Harns
Jennifer Hawkins
Sarah & Frederick Hawley
Jan Hemenway
Susan & Michael Henderson
Sarah & Grant Hendrickson
Lisa Hildorf & Mark Castellani
Donald & Jan Hines
Nicole & Eric Hoffman
Jacqueline & Donald Holecek
Meegan Holland
Steven & Robin Hooks
Martha Hudson
Jon P. Humiston
Joan Ilardo
Katherine Ingraham
Debra & William Jackson
Karen & Jerry Jennings
Heidi & Alexander Johnson
Sandra & Richard Johnson
Timothy J. Johnson
Clarence S. Jones
Lori Jordan
Julie & Donald Kagey
Julie & Gary Kelterborn
Marsha & Timothy Kessler
Neelam Kher & Susan Molstad
Drs. J. James & Gloria H. Kielbaso
Daniel & Lorri King
Martha & Lee Kliebert
Heather Kluemper
Kevin W. Korpi
Karen & Patrick Kozdron
Brad & Kristen Kremer
Bill Krieger
James D. & Kathleen M. Lammers
Dr. Ronald & Dawn Lanford
Will & Lisa Lemanski
Christine & John Leodler
Laurie Linscott & Irving Lesher III
James Levande
Pam & Gus Lluberes
Jon & Beth Lundy
Samuel & Rita Luppo
Clare Mackey
Katrina & Larry Mackley
Aaron & Erin Maturen
Dr. Colin & Sharen Mayers
Tressa & Lee Mcallister
Maddie & Jason McCormack

Nancy & Bruce McFee
Mara McGill
Dr. Cathleen McGreal
Melanie & Benjamin McGuire
Richard D. McLellan, J.D.
Pamela Mesack
Dr. David W. & Alison K. Michelson
Carol & Doug Miller
Robert D. Miller
Suzanne Mills
Thomas O. & Patricia M. Mitchel
David C. Molenaar
Jana & John Moore
Patricia K. Munshaw & Dana 
Munshaw Brazil
Edward & Jean Napierala
Henry J. & Nancy L. Nelson
Robert & Carol Nelson
Capt. & Rev. Nicodemus
Heidi & Michael Nussdorfer
Vincent & Nicole Nystrom
Neil O'Brien
Mary Lou O'Connell
Dr. Timothy D. & Marcia L. Oliver
Eric Olmscheid & Adam Yankowy
Lizabeth & Mark Olson
Dr. Dawn S. & Mr. Ryan B. Opel
Eric & Shelbie Opiela
Steve & Jayne Owen
Bridget & John Paff
Ellen & Douglas Paige
Richard Pallister & Kathleen Wight
Karen Jurgensen & Robert Parks
Megan Patino
William & Mary Pfaff
Julie & Steven Pingston
Rodney & Therese Poland
Sabrina Martin
Laura J. Priebe
Bonnie & Dick Radway
Benjamin Rathbun
John & Cindy Raven
Christopher & Lee Reimann
Angela & Peter Repins
Diane Revitte
Jeanne Eberle Richter & Dr. Melissa 
Halvorson Smith
Brendan & Kimberly Ringlever
Margaret A. Rohman
Roger Rosentreter & Lisa Root-Moore
Laurie M. Rozek
Peter & Caroline Ruddell
Shirley & David Rumminger
Nancy & Richard Runels
Valerie Rutz
Marcia & David Rysztak
Ellen Rzepka
Karen M. Salmon
Alison Samborn
Shirley Sandaire
Mary L. Savage
Michael Scheetz & Gina Polce 
Scheetz

Jerry R. & Pamela J. Schreiner
Catherine & Gary Schrock
Brent & Kimberly Scott
James Sellman & David Balas
Scott & Charlotte Sherman
Anne & Daniel Shoup
Michelle & Todd Sneathen
Kimberly Snook
William & Mary Lou Somerville
Brian & Cindy Sommer
Dottie & James Spousta
Tom & Randi Stanulis
Amy & Gary Strickler
Dr. Peter B. & Victoria L. Tacia
William & Joianne Tennant
John F. Goodwin & Sheri Thelander
David Thiele
Carolyn & Bob Thomas
Teresa & Roger Thornburg
Renee J. Tierney
Avni & Harnoor Tokhie
Sherry & Peter Trezise
Dr. Gregory M. & Joan M. Uitvlugt
Michael & Jodie Unkovich
Tiffany M. Wahl
Timothy Walling & Bobbette 
Marantette-Walling
JoAnn & George Walter
Carol M. Welch
Darlene & Bob Wenner
Lillian Werbin
Christine & Jeffrey West
Angela, Trevor and Erica Wilson
George W. Winchell
Drs. Richard & Andrea Witkowski
Robert E. & Diane M. Wright Jr.
John A. & Judy A. Wurzler
Peter Yoo
Mark J. & Andrea R. Zajac
Pete Zamora
Dr. Mathew & Jennifer Zatkin
Dr. Mathew and Jennifer Zatkin
Kyan & Steven Zeller
Timothy J. Zlomak & Colin E. Ohl

GOLD CIRCLE ($650 & ABOVE)
Virginia P. Allen
Jennifer & Matthew Allswede
Connie & Matthew Anderson
Jill M. Andringa
Robert Arnold
Thomas & Phyllis Attanasio
Dr. James Bader & Merri Van Dyke
Richard D. Ball
Sherry Barnhart
Laurie Bechhofer & Leon Puttler
Dennis Bergeson
Carol L. Besse
Paula & Roger Bjornstad
Sarah Blom
Cheryl Blonde
Leonard Bornor & Penny Wallace
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Teresa & Mark Kraner
Deidre & Kevin Krause
David & Aletha Kuenstler
Margaret & Jim Kyser
Drs. Peter A. & Glenda L. Lappan
Thomas & Bonnie Lawitzke
Donna & Carl Lawson
Janet Lilly Liesman & Francis Liesman
Robyn Limberg-Child
Stephen & Iris Linder
Susan Long
Johanna & Kevin Lynch
Janice Matsumoto
Rebekah & Michael McKenney
Claudia McLoughlin
Dr. William & Mrs. Elizabeth Meurer
Robert Michela
Jennifer Miller
Drs. Robert J. Miller & Shelagh  
Ferguson-Miller
Kenneth Milne & Ellen Rasmussen 
Milne
Lyle Mindlin & Julie Laframboise
Tom & Laurie Mitchell
Dennis Mooney & Nanci Roden 
Mooney
Victoria & Louis Moore
Dr. Benson S. & Bette J. Munger
Laura B. Newlin
Barbara & Kevin Nilsen
Marilyn & George Nugent
Virginia Orabone
Laurie & Curtis Parker
Richard A. & Susan E. Patterson
Dr. Luis A. Gonzalez & Vilma E. Perez
Jane A. Harrell & Judith Pick
Patricia Podoll
Public Policy Associates
Siri & David Rainone
Tom & Mary Reed
Lucy Reeves
Twila & James Reighley
Helen Riendeau
Heather E. Rindels
Thomas & Susan Rippy
Gail & John Roberts
David Russell & Karen Conroy
Alice & Frank Schehr
Cynthia & Paul Schluckebier
Heidi & Robert Sheehan
Amanda Shepard
Rebecca & John Shives
Jeffrey B. Simbob
Charlotte Sinadinos & Russell Launer
Nancy J. Small
Brenda & James Spackman
Laura D. Stebbins
Dr. Gale M. Strasburg & Christine H. 
Reay
Bobbie Stuart
Kara & John Villarreal
Alexa Marie Vitek

Gretchen Bria
Nicholas Brousseau & Emily Frankman
William & Cheryl Bupp
Kristen & Shawn Calabrese
Richard Chaffee
John & Jane Cheritt
Lisa & Bradley Choate
Dawn Christenson
Alexis & Gerald Clark
Thomas L. & Jan L. Clark
Barbara & James Cleland
Denise & Patrick Cole
Andrew P. & Sandra D. Conner
Sarah Cook
James & Kimberly Cotter
Carol & Howard Cousineau
Nancy E. Craig
Cheree A. De Golia
Sharon R. DeBar
Paula & Theodore Debnar
Stacie Detgen
Linda & Walter Downes
Kelly & Erik Drake
Cathleen & Bruce Dungy
Martha E. Ewing
Daniel Farley
Mike Farrell
Dale F. & Kathleen C. Feldpausch
Beth Fields
Mary Jane Flanagan & Grant Skomski
Joan Forgrave
Dan Fox
Lisa & Jay Francisco
Ralph & Margaret Frisch
Theresa Gale
Jason Galicki
Jennifer & Michael Gardner
Sheri & Matthew Germane
John A. Gibbs
Jean Green
Richard D. & Patricia K. Greene
Timothy D. Greenman
Janice Grundy
Lauren Hall-Tate
Patricia & Raymond Hammerschmidt
Dr. Lauren Julius Harris
Margo Heiden
James & Mayette Hicks
Rick's Family Barber Shop
Megan & Robert Higle
Kristen & John Hintz
Richard A. & Donna C. Hoefer
Kathleen & Joel Hoffman
Susan Hopper & Eric Boatman
Fayyaz Hussain
Carrie & Maxie Jackson
Larry & Tara Jensen
Elizabeth Johnson
Timothy & Melissa Kaltenbach
Suman & Gauresh Kashyap
Catherine Kerschen
Elizabeth & James Kinsey

Lynnell Wakley
Stephanie & Stephen Ward
Rochelle & Robert Washabaugh
Maureen Watson-Bolger
Col. Joseph L. Webster, Jr.
Jack Baker & Robert Welch
Marilyn & Joseph Wiley
Linda & Scott Wilson
Nancy Wing
Dr. Joan E. Wood
Kelly M. Wood
Carol & William Wright
Thomas Yaksich
Sally & James Young

Scan below to view our 
full donor listing.

Wharton Center for Performing 
Arts Development Team 

517.353.4640 
whartoncenter.com
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GENEROSITY RAISES THE CURTAIN

Last year, 378 donors supported the Arts Within Reach access program, 
which, in turn, provided ticket and tuition support for all of Wharton’s 
programmatic offerings, including performances, Take It From The Top 
theatre camps, sensory-friendly events for families, and, of course, school 
field trip matinee performances. 

“My favorite days at the theatre are seeing yellow school buses lined up in 
front of Wharton Center, and thousands of students coming in on a field 
trip to see a matinee and experience the joy and curiosity that is sparked 
by watching a live performance. Over 18,000 students came to Wharton 
for a field trip matinee this year...and, thanks to donor support for our 
Arts Within Reach program, we could provide the tickets for these shows 
for just one dollar each,” said executive director, Eric Olmscheid.

Last season, funding from Arts Within Reach made it possible for over 
300 10th-grade students from the Lansing School District to attend a 
Thursday matinee performance of
Life of Pi—completely free of charge. As an added bonus, students had the 
rare opportunity to engage in a post-show conversation with members of 
the cast and crew.

During our 2024–2025 season, we partnered with more than 50 community 
organizations and over 75 schools to welcome individuals who may face 
barriers to attending performances at Wharton Center. Experiences like 
these reflect our core mission: to build a stronger community and foster 
human connection through the arts.

750 East Shaw Lane  
East Lansing  MI 48824-1318

Arts Within Reach access program provided more than $100,000 
in ticket and tuition support to the community in 2024-25 season.




